[A phase III trial comparing the antiemetic activity of tetracosactide with dexamethasone in combination with metoclopramide, diphenhydramine and clorazepate during chemotherapy including cisplatin].
In order to compare the safety and the antiemetic effectiveness of tetracosactide (TCS) or beta 1,24 ACTH with those of dexamethasone (DXM) as an adjunct to high-dose metoclopramide, diphenhydramine and clorazepate, 33 patients receiving cisplatin based cancer chemotherapy were enrolled in a double-blind cross-over clinical trial. TCS and DXM were given intravenously, respectively at a dose of 2 mg and 20 mg, and concurrently to the cisplatin infusion. No statistically significant difference was noted between the two drugs with regard to efficacy or side effects. We conclude that TCS can serve as a substitute for DXM in combination antiemetic regimens for management of cisplatin-induced nausea and vomiting.